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profess themselves Christians, by whom the Gospel of Jesus Christ U
scandalised and exceedingly suffers."
"From the moment of their landing upon the shores of India, the
first settlers cast off all those bonds, which had restrained them in their
native villages; they regarded themselves a* privileged beings-
privileged to violate a 1,1 the obligations of religion, and moralityr and
to outrage all the decencies of life. They who came hither, were often
desperate adventurers, whom England, in the emphatic language of
the Scripture, had spurned out; men who sought all these golden sands
of the East to repair their broken fortunes ; to bury in oblivion a
sullied name ; or to wring, with lawless hand from the weak and
unsuspecting, wealth which they had not the character or the capacity
to obtain by honest industry at home. They cheated j they revelled
in all kinds of debauchery; though associates in vice linked together
by a common bond of npacity—they often pursued one another with,
desperate malice, and few though they were in number, .among them
there was no unity, except an unity of crim e,"
"It is only from incidental allusions in the few works of travel and
fewer political memoirs, which our ancestors have bequeathed to us,
that we can gain any insight into the moral c ondition of the English
in India, previous to the conquest of Bengal, Many writers who have
described the rise and progress of tht different East India Companies
have given u* somewhat startling accounts of the official rapacity
of our predecessors—of the fierce contensions of the rival companies,
of their unscrupulous conduct towards the natives and towards each
other, of their commercial dishonesty, their judicial turpitude and
their politic;* 1 injustice—all these things are broadly stated ; but to the
immorality of their private life we have little but indistinct allusion*
"There was certainly society at the chief Presidency, during the
adminbtration of Warren Hastings\ but in candour we must acknowledge
it to have been most offensively bad society. Baitings himself, what*
ever may have been his character as a political ruler, had no great title
to our admiration as a moral man. He was living, for years, with the
wifq of another, who lacking the spirit of cockchafer, connived with all
imaginable sangfroid at the transfer of his wife's person to the posses*
sfaft of the Nabob ; and when the convenient laws of a foreign Land,
4*t!ving no sanction from Christianity, formally severed the, bond

